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The Common Application is a not-for-profit 
membership organization committed to the 
pursuit of access, equity, and integrity in the 

college admissions process. 
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Members at a Glance

§ Colleges  from  47  states  +  Washington,  DC  

§ 100  public  universities

§ 9  Historically  Black  Colleges  and  
Universities  (HBCUs)

§ 33  international  universities  from  14  
countries

§ More  than  250  with  no  application  fee

Not-­‐for-­‐Profit

Undergraduate  
degree-­‐granting

Properly  accredited



2015-2016
as of Jan 25 2015

School Affiliation (Applicants)

§ 73% Public
§ 11% Independent
§ 12% Religious
§ 3% Charter
§ <1% Homeschool

Total Reach: 209 countries 
and territories

§ 90.6% US
§ 9.4% International

3.7 million 
Applications Submitted

16.7 million
Recommendation Forms Submitted

4.59 Average Submission
per First-Year Applicant 

824,000 
Unique 

Applicants

55% 
Female
45%
Male

31%
First 

Generation
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Gathering Feedback
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Member  Suggestions

Advisory  Committees

Service  &  Support  Input

Counselor  Focus  Groups

Applicant  &  
Recommender
Surveys

Student  Focus  Groups
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Foundation for 2015

Higher Education

Contribute to research and 
understanding of higher 

education landscape.

Application Innovation

Research and develop 
systems and programs to 
facilitate fit and match. 

Preparation and 
Completion Tools

Learn, explore, grow, focus, 
apply - commonapp.org

Common App Ready
Mobile App for Students
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Motivation

Financial   aid  appears  to  be  extremely  challenging   for  most  students  and  
necessitates  the  active  participation  of  a  parent  or  guardian.  

Students  do  not  always  know:

§ The  difference  between  loans,  grants,   and  scholarships

§ How  to  locate,  understand  the  requirements   for,  and  apply  for  loans,  

grants,   and  scholarships
§ How  to  navigate   the  complexities  of  filling  out  FAFSA  forms
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Student Perspectives

“I  find  applying  for  financial  aid  to  be  
very  confusing.   It  is  almost  like  they  have  
the  money  to  help  you  but  they  make  it  
so  hard  to  get  it.”  

“I  wish  that  I  would  have  done  
the  proper  research  on  
scholarships  and  financial   aid  
that  was  available   to  me.  Money  
was  a  big  deciding  factor  for  me,  
and  had  there  been  some  sort  of  
easy  to  manage  online  access  to  
scholarship  information  it  would  
have  made  my  decision  much  
easier.”

“It  is  confusing  to  think  about  the  money  
part.  No  one  really  gives  you  very  clear  
instructions  on  what  you  need  to  do  or  
how  to  find  out  about  grant  and  other  
financial   opportunities.”
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Scholarships

§ Scholarships  are  gift  money  that  can  help  you  pay  for  college.  
§ Scholarship  Types

§ Need-­‐based,  merit-­‐based
§ Local,  regional,  national
§ Governments,   corporations
§ Colleges  and  universities
§ Non-­‐profit  organizations
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University Scholarships

Several  colleges  and  universities  have  financial  aid  
and scholarship  information  available  within  the  
institution-­‐specific  section  of  the  Common  App
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University Scholarships



Scholar Snapp®
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§ Developed  in  2008  by  the  Michael  &  Susan  Dell  
Foundation  to  ease  the  process  of  finding  and  
applying  for  financial   assistance  for  college  
bound  low-­‐income  students.  

§ Pilot  project  that  will  give  students  better  access  
to  financial   assistance  when  applying  to  college.

§ Lets  students  apply  for  a  scholarship  online  and  
then  automatically  re-­‐use  that  information   for  
other  scholarship  applications.
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How it Works

Complete
Common  App  
Profile  (opt-­‐in)

Visit  Scholar  
Snapp
website

(create  Scholar  
Snapp file)

Find matching  
scholarship

opportunities

Upload Scholar  
Snapp file  to  

apply  
FollowThrough
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§ Boettcher  Foundation  Scholarship   Program  
§ Coca-­‐Cola  Scholars  Program  Scholarship  
§ Daniels  Fund  Scholarship  Program  
§ Dell  Scholars  Program  
§ The  Dream  U.S.  Scholarship  Program  
§ George  Snow  Scholarship   Fund  Scholarship  Programs  
§ Houston  Livestock  Show  &  Rodeo  Scholarship  Programs  
§ Jack  Kent  Cooke  Foundation  – Undergraduate   Transfer   Scholarship  
§ Jack  Kent  Cooke  Foundation  – College  Scholars  Program  
§ Luckyday Scholars  Program  
§ Marine  Corps  Scholarship  Foundation  Scholarship  Program  

Scholarship List
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§ Dedicated  Parent  and  Counselor  Pages

§ Enhanced  College  Search

§ Accessible,  Encouraging   Resources

§ What’s  (app)ening

§ The  Virtual  Counselor
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Numbers

§65%  Common  App  students  indicate  an  intention  to  apply  for  

need-­‐based  aid

§ 502,000Common  App  students  have  opted-­‐in  to  receive  

scholarship   information

§ 17,800 Common  App  students  have  completed  a  Scholar  

Snapp profile



Looking Forward

Increase 
Number of 
Scholarship 
Programs

Further 
Streamline 

Process

Website 
Enhancements
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Q  &  A  
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§ Comprehensive  training  resource  covering  all  aspects  of  the  application  system,  
from  account  creation  to  submission

§ Ready-­‐to-­‐present  slide  decks  with  accompanying  scripts  to  make  your  training  
sessions  as  easy  as  possible

§ Designed  to  fit  your needs:  present  the  slides  all  at  once  or  in  multiple  workshops  
as  your  schedule  allows

§ A  complement  to  the  Solutions  Center  training  videos

§ commonapp.org/ready  

Common App Ready



Year to Year Account Rollover 
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§ Accounts  created  in  2015-­‐2016  will  carry  over  to  2016-­‐2017  and  beyond

§ User  name  and  Common  App  data  will  all  be  preserved

§ Counselors  can  introduce  their  students  to  Common  App  and  the  
college  application  process  as  early  as  makes  sense  for  their  needs

§ When  paired  with  Common  App  Ready,  account   rollover  makes  for  a  
flexible,  powerful   college  advising  tool



Student-­‐centered  design  process
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Common App onTrack

Add  and  research  colleges,  track  deadlines  and  
submissions,  set  reminders,  and  more  

Mobile  companion  to  Common  App  account
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commonapp.org


